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Dear Park Lane Families,

The first half of the Summer term has been incredibly busy and rewarding for our
school community. With the arrival of the warmer weather, pupils have thoroughly
enjoyed spending more time outdoors and making the most of our OPAL programme
during learning and playtimes. We are thrilled to announce that we had our final
OPAL audit and we have indeed received the platinum Award with a flawless score of
100%.

Our Year 6 pupils approached SATs week with great maturity, determination, and
resilience. We were extremely proud of their attitude and effort throughout. To
celebrate the end of their assessments, they enjoyed a well-earned trip to Drayton
Manor, giving them the chance to relax and enjoy time together.

Our Scholars cohort also celebrated the completion of their programme, having
explored themes such as democracy, leadership, and citizenship. Their graduation
visit to the University of Warwick was a fantastic opportunity and a memorable
experience for all involved.

The Griffin Dance Festival was a huge success and a new proud tradition for our
community. Bringing together talent, creativity, and community spirit, the festival
was such a special event. 

We would like to thank all families for their continued support and wish everyone a
restful half-term break. We look forward to an exciting and successful final half of the
academic year.

Miss A Ladbury



Scholars Class of 2025–2026
We are incredibly proud to present our Scholars Class of 2025–
2026! After months of hard work, commitment, and dedication,
our amazing Year 5 Griffins scholars celebrated their
achievements with a very special visit to the University of
Warwick.

During the visit, pupils enjoyed an inspiring tour of the campus
and had the opportunity to hear from current university students
about their own educational journeys and aspirations for the
future. The experience encouraged our scholars to think
ambitiously about their own futures and reinforced the
importance of perseverance, confidence and striving for
excellence.

It was truly a momentous occasion—one that we hope will inspire
ambition, determination and a lifelong drive for success. We are
so proud of every single scholar and look forward to seeing all
they achieve in the years ahead.

At the heart of our school community is a clear drive towards excellence, achievement and
aspiration. We are incredibly proud of the determination, resilience and commitment our pupils
demonstrate every day as they strive to reach their full potential. Whether through academic
success, personal growth or embracing new opportunities, our children continue to show that
hard work and ambition truly lead to remarkable outcomes. This term, we are delighted to
celebrate some outstanding achievements from our Griffins who have shown dedication,
perseverance and a passion for success.

High Achievement

Year 6 SATs Success
We would also like to take this opportunity to recognise and celebrate our incredible Year 6 pupils
during their SATs week. Their hard work, dedication and commitment to revision throughout the
year have been truly commendable.

During SATs week, our Year 6 pupils approached each day with maturity, resilience and
determination, giving their absolute best in every test. We are immensely proud of the positive
attitude and perseverance they demonstrated throughout the week.

To celebrate all of their hard work and effort, pupils were rewarded with a fantastic trip to Drayton
Manor Resort on the final day of SATs week—a well-deserved opportunity to relax, celebrate, and
enjoy time together after such a successful and hardworking week. Well done, Year 6—we are all
incredibly proud of you!



Griffin Dance Festival
What an incredible day at the Griffin Dance Festival earlier
this month!

Our Griffins, alongside performers from Race Leys Junior
School, Exhall Junior School and Nicholas Chamberlaine
School, performed to the highest standard and we
couldn’t be more proud of every single one of them. The
event was a true celebration of creativity, culture and
individuality, with each group bringing something unique
and powerful to the stage.

The confidence on display was remarkable and the energy
and excitement throughout the show was absolutely
infectious from start to finish. It was one of those
unforgettable events that will stay with everyone who
attended.

A huge thank you goes to all the staff involved behind the
scenes and on the day who worked tirelessly to make the
festival such a success, and especially to Miss Davies for
organising such a truly wonderful event.

Keep your eyes peeled for an upcoming video showcasing
all of our amazing talent!

Proud Traditions

Big Sing
The Griffin Schools Trust Big Sing was a wonderful
Trust-wide celebration, bringing together children
from across all GST schools, including our Early Years
Griffins, through the joy of music. 

This year’s shared songs reflected the Trust theme,
“Identity: Our Story, Our Legacy,” celebrating unity,
individuality and community. Although each school
performed from their own setting, the event created a
real sense of togetherness and showcased the
enthusiasm and talent of all the children involved. We
are incredibly proud of everyone who took part in this
special celebration.



MotionHouse Dance Experience
Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils were inspired by an incredible performance

from professional dancers from Motionhouse. The captivating
duet showcased strength, creativity and skill, while also helping to

challenge stereotypes around dance and performance. Pupils
asked thoughtful questions and responded with real enthusiasm.
We are delighted that this experience marks the beginning of an

exciting partnership, with Year 3 now taking part in weekly
workshops across the summer term.

This half term has been filled with exciting opportunities for our Griffins to learn beyond the
classroom through our Wide Horizons experiences. From educational visits and workshops to
inspiring performances and hands-on history activities, our pupils have explored new ideas,
developed confidence and created lasting memories. These experiences play an important role in
broadening aspirations, nurturing curiosity and helping children discover talents and interests in
the world around them.

Wide Horizons

Severn Trent Water Workshop and Assembly
Our pupils enjoyed a fantastic visit from Severn Trent, beginning
with a lively whole-school assembly full of role play, laughter and
learning. Year 4 then took part in an engaging workshop exploring
water usage, conservation and the water cycle. Through practical
activities and discussion, pupils developed a greater
understanding of how important water is and how we can all help
to protect this valuable resource.

Reception Visit Coventry Transport
Museum
Our Reception Griffins enjoyed a wonderful
visit to Coventry Transport Museum, where
they explored a range of vehicles from the
past and present, including buses, bicycles
and some of the fastest cars in the world. The
children represented the school beautifully
throughout the trip, showing excellent
manners and behaviour while creating lots of
happy memories with their friends.



Wide Horizons
Pre-School Transport Museum Visit
Pre-School Griffins also had a fantastic time visiting
Coventry Transport Museum as part of their learning about
transport. The children explored different vehicles and
enjoyed making links to their own experiences of travel. The
visit encouraged lots of conversation, helping to develop
communication, language and curiosity through real-life
experiences.

Year 6 RAF Cosford Trip
Year 6 enjoyed an inspiring visit to Royal Air Force
Museum Cosford, where they explored aircraft
from World War I, World War II and the Cold War.
During an interactive workshop, pupils
researched the lives of real pilots before
presenting their findings in front of historic
aircraft. The trip helped deepen their
understanding of history while developing
confidence, teamwork and presentation skills.

Year 5 Visit to The Nuneaton Academy
Some of our Year 5 Griffins had the opportunity to visit The

Nuneaton Academy to watch a performance of Into the Woods.
Pupils were thoroughly impressed by the talent, confidence and

creativity on display and greatly enjoyed experiencing a live
theatre production. We would like to thank The Nuneaton

Academy for hosting such an enjoyable visit.

Year 3 Bosworth Battlefield Visit
Year 3 pupils stepped back in time during their

exciting visit to Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre.
Through hands-on workshops, the children explored
life in Roman Britain by trying on armour, practising

battle drills, examining artefacts and creating Roman
coins. Meeting Queen Boudicca and learning about

Celtic life brought history to life in a memorable and
engaging way for all involved.



We are absolutely delighted to celebrate a roaring success at this year’s Nuneaton Festival of
Arts. It has been wonderful to see our Griffins embrace new opportunities, even stepping into
categories we have not previously entered. The enthusiasm and dedication shown across all
areas — from confident live performances in front of panels to beautifully crafted art and poetry
judged by expert adjudicators — has been truly inspiring.

We are proud to share a snapshot of our many achievements:

Writing Success
Our young writers impressed with their creativity and imagination. Madison, Roberto and
Nicholas achieved 1st place and Olivia received a Certificate of Achievement. In recognition of
the outstanding quality of entries, the school was honoured with the prestigious Mavis Addison
Cup for poetry.

Performing Arts Highlights
Our dancers, Ellie-Mae, Lily-Paige and Lola, represented the school wonderfully, while drama
performers Hamna, Molly and Finn showcased great confidence and character. Finn also
achieved 3rd place for his monologue performance. In music, Daisy-Mae delivered a stunning
solo, and Sofia earned 3rd place for her Greek slow dance.

Craft and Needlecraft Success
Outstanding creativity was also recognised in our craft entries, with Chase and Hamna achieving
1st place and Harlow 2nd place. In needlecraft, Samuel achieved 1st place and Emily 2nd place.
We are incredibly proud of every child who took part. 

Visual Art Success
Ellie-Mae achieved an incredible 1st place for her visual art entry, a truly well-deserved
accomplishment. Ernie also received a Certificate of Achievement for his artwork, highlighting
the strength of entries in this category.

We are incredibly proud of every child who took part. Their hard work, courage and creativity
have shone throughout the festival. We would also like to thank all those who entered, including
those who were not successful this year — your effort and commitment are valued, and we
hope future festivals will bring even more success. We look forward to submitting again in 2027! 

Nuneaton Festival of Arts



Scootability
Year 2 pupils recently took part in Scootability Level 1, an

exciting programme designed to introduce children to riding
push scooters safely and confidently. Throughout the sessions,

pupils developed essential scooter-handling skills such as
balancing, steering, pushing correctly, and stopping safely

under control. The children also learned about the different
parts of a scooter, how to carry out simple safety checks, and

the importance of wearing the correct safety equipment before
riding.

Bikeability
Reception children have been taking part in Balanceability
sessions, an exciting programme designed to introduce
young children to riding a bike and developing the
foundational skills needed for cycling. During the sessions,
pupils practised balancing, gliding, steering, and controlling
their movements through a range of fun activities and
challenges. These lessons help children build confidence
while improving coordination, balance, and spatial
awareness in a safe and supportive environment.

Sporting Success
Written by Miss Davies, Head of Sports

This half term has been an exciting and active one for sport across the school. Pupils have enjoyed
a wide range of PE lessons and sporting opportunities, with Year 4 successfully completing their
swimming sessions at Pingles as well as Year 5 and 6 taking part in cricket lessons with support of
Warwickshire Cricket Club. Alongside our curriculum activities, many children have also
represented the school in a variety of competitions and events, showing fantastic teamwork,
determination and sportsmanship throughout. We are incredibly proud of all the pupils’
achievements and are already looking forward to an exciting Summer 2 term, including our much-
anticipated Sports Day celebrations.

Athletics Final
Our KS1 children recently took part in the Athletics Final,
where they competed in a variety of exciting events
including the howler throw, running races, balancing
challenges, target throw and quick stepper activities.
Although the final scores have not yet been released, we
were incredibly proud to see so many of our Griffins
awarded Values Medals for demonstrating fantastic self-
belief and determination throughout the event. Well done
to all involved, and watch this space for score updates!



As we reflect on a fantastic Summer 1 term, we are absolutely
thrilled to announce that Park Lane has officially achieved the
Platinum OPAL Accreditation with a score of 100% — the highest
possible award! 

This incredible achievement recognises our commitment to
providing outstanding play opportunities for every single child
and celebrates the importance we place on play as a vital part of
school life.

A huge thank you must go to the entire OPAL team for their
dedication, passion and hard work throughout this journey. Their
commitment has completely transformed our lunchtimes into
vibrant, engaging play environments where children can thrive,
explore, create, and learn together. 

We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of our
families for the generous donations and support that have
helped bring our exciting play zones to life. Your contributions
have made such a difference and continue to enrich the
children’s experiences every day.

Please take a moment to watch our video showcasing Park Lane’s
Platinum OPAL offer. We hope it captures the joy, creativity and
excitement our children experience at lunchtime each day.
There has certainly been lots of fun, laughter and smiles all
around! 

Outdoor Play and
Learning 
Written by Miss Green and Miss Davies, OPAL Leads



This term in Mini Griffins, our topic has been “Why is water wet?” and
we have had so much fun exploring water through stories, sensory play,
creativity and outdoor adventures!

At the beginning of term, we focused on our story of the week, The
Rainbow Fish, where we learned about kindness, sharing and empathy.
The children talked about how Rainbow Fish’s kindness made his
friends feel happy, and we created our own Rainbow Fish display where
children gave shiny scales to friends who had shown kindness. This was
a lovely way to support friendships and understanding feelings.

We have also been working hard on our maths skills. Counting has been
incorporated into lots of play opportunities, and the children have been
practising number recognition throughout the environment. We are so
proud of the progress they are making with their confidence in counting
and numbers.

Our water investigations have been a huge hit! The children explored
the textures and properties of water, learning that ice is hard and cold,
whilst water is wet and splashy. We also enjoyed an exciting experiment
using an electric whisk to turn water into bubble foam, which inspired
imaginative play as the children created ice creams, milkshakes and
drinks in the role play area. The children also became little scientists as
we explored which objects sink and float. They predicted what might
happen before testing different items in water, helping to develop
curiosity, thinking skills and an early understanding of science.

To support our story Peppa Pig and the Biggest Muddy Puddle in the
World!, we went on welly walks looking for puddles and signs of wet
weather. The children loved exploring outdoors and later created
muddy puddle paintings using real mud, which they thoroughly
enjoyed!
We also celebrated the 100th birthday of David Attenborough. The
children watched clips of animals from around the world and enjoyed
counting all the way to 100 using their bodies and movements.

We are so proud of everything the Mini Griffins have achieved this term
and look forward to more exciting learning and adventures next term!

Mini Griffins
Written by Mrs Warwick, Mini Griffins Room
Lead



This term, the children have learned about the exciting topic let’s explore. They explored different
planets, stars, and the moon, and enjoyed finding out interesting facts about space travel and
astronauts.

In Maths, the children have developed their counting and number recognition skills through fun
space-themed activities. They enjoyed identifying the number written on each star and matching it
to the correct quantity of moon rocks. The children showed great confidence when counting
objects carefully and recognising numbers.

In Literacy, the children have listened to and discussed a range of stories linked to our space topic,
including Whatever Next!. They enjoyed retelling parts of the story, joining in with repeated
phrases, and sharing their favourite parts. We also looked at non-fiction books to help us learn
more about planets and stars. The children were able to identify different parts of the book and
tell us what each part of the book is.

In Phonics, the children have been developing their letter recognition and early reading skills. They
have been identifying letters and matching them to pictures, while practising saying the correct
sound for each letter. The children have enjoyed joining in with phonics games and activities and
are becoming more confident when recognising and pronouncing sounds.
In PE, the children have been developing their athletics skills. They have practised running,
jumping, and throwing through a variety of games and activities. The children worked hard to
improve their coordination, balance, and teamwork skills while staying active and having fun.

The children have had lots of fun exploring this term and have enjoyed joining in with many
different activities across all areas of learning. They have shown enthusiasm, curiosity, and
confidence throughout the term, and we are very proud of all their hard work and achievements.

Pre School
Written by Mrs Stevenson, Head of Early Years



This half term, the Reception children have had a
wonderful time enjoying the sunshine and making the
most of our outdoor learning opportunities. The
children have especially loved exploring outside,
working together, being active and using their
imaginations in their play.

One of the highlights of the half term was our exciting
visit to the Coventry Transport Museum. The children
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the different vehicles from
the past and present, including cars, buses, bicycles and
taxis. They loved looking at the colourful displays,
learning about how transport has changed over time
and sharing their excitement with their friends. We
ended the day with some lovely playtime together,
making it a memorable experience for everyone.

The children also enjoyed taking part in Bikeability
sessions this half term. They had the opportunity to
practise riding pedal bikes, developing their balance,
coordination and confidence. It was wonderful to see
the children challenging themselves and learning
important skills that they can continue to use during
their independent bike riding outside of school.

In Maths, the children have been learning all about
shapes and have enjoyed incorporating this knowledge
into their continuous provision, challenging themselves
through a range of practical activities and investigations.
In Drawing Club, the children have continued to amaze
us with their creativity, thinking outside the box and
using captions and sentences to support their ideas and
learning.

We have had an amazing half term and are looking
forward to finishing the final half term on an extremely
positive note, continuing to celebrate what a wonderful
year it has been so far.

Reception 
Written by Miss Tai, Miss Hull and Miss
Stevenson, Reception Team



This term, our historians have stepped back in time to experience the rigors of Victorian school
life. Students have been examining authentic artefacts and discussing the strict atmosphere of a
19th-century classroom, while also exploring the significant impact of Samuel Wilderspin on early
childhood education. This creative energy carried over into our Design and Technology (DT)
lessons, where the children turned "junk" into functional transport. By building complex
mechanisms, they successfully transformed recycled materials into moving taxis. In Art, we have
just launched an exciting new unit focused on 3D paper sculptures, teaching the children how to
manipulate flat sheets into impressive, structural forms.

In Religious Education (RE), our focus has been on the beautiful ways people of faith share and
celebrate their beliefs. The children have been decorating candles and learning about various
forms of worship, gaining a deeper understanding of our shared global community. Our Science
curriculum has taken a wild turn as we dive into the animal kingdom; students have been learning
about classification and exploring the vital role of a vet. These analytical skills have also been
applied in Computing, where students have been learning how to group and organise data
efficiently and developing their "digital writing" skills to present their ideas clearly and
professionally on screen.

To round out our diverse curriculum, we have been exploring the wonderful world of Music and
Spanish. In Music, the children have been identifying the different sections of the orchestra,
learning to distinguish between the unique sounds of various instruments. Meanwhile, our
Spanish lessons have taken us "under the sea." The children have been busy learning the names
of marine animals in Spanish, using a catchy song to help make the new vocabulary stick. It has
been a joy to hear the corridors filled with music and new languages! 

Year 1
Written by Miss Wormleighton, Miss
Green and Miss Wincote, Year 1 Team



This term in year 2, we have been very busy in DT learning all about stitching and textile design.
We are creating our own bag tags inspired by the style of Cath Kidston. The children have begun
embellishing their felt designs using a variety of materials, including buttons, sequins and
ribbon. They have also explored different ways of attaching decorations securely to the felt,
developing their sewing skills and creativity along the way.

In Science, we have been learning all about plants and what they need to grow and stay healthy.
We carried out lots of exciting experiments to investigate how water, sunlight and soil affect
plant growth. The children enjoyed making predictions, observing changes over time and
recording their results like real scientists.

In Computing, we have been exploring digital music and thinking about different ways music
can be created. We compared using traditional musical instruments with using digital apps such
as Chrome Music Lab. The children enjoyed experimenting with sounds, rhythms and melodies
while discussing the advantages and challenges of creating music both digitally and with real
instruments.

In PE, we have been developing our athletics skills and practising a range of different events.
The children have enjoyed taking part in long jump, javelin and running activities, focusing on
improving their technique, speed and coordination. It has been wonderful to see everyone
showing determination, teamwork and resilience while encouraging one another to achieve
their personal bests.  

Year 2
Written by Mrs Newey and Miss
Fleming, Year 2 Team



Year 3 have been very engaged in their foundation subjects this half term. They have particularly
enjoyed beginning their learning about the Romans, which was enhanced by their exciting trip to
Bosworth Battlefields. The children loved becoming historians and archaeologists as they
explored Roman artefacts and practised Roman battle formations. This hands-on experience
really brought their learning to life and sparked lots of curiosity and enthusiasm in the
classroom.

In RE, the children have been exploring the concept of reconciliation. They have learned about its
importance within Judaism and Christianity and have thoughtfully reflected on how they
recognise and practise reconciliation in their own lives. In PE, Year 3 have been working closely
with Motionhouse to develop their dance performance. They have explored their hobbies and
identities to create individual and group movements and freeze frames, and have begun putting
these together for a final performance. We can’t wait to see how this develops next half term. A
great half term – well done, Year 3!

Year 3
Written by Miss White and Miss
McMaster, Year 3 Team



This half term, we completed our exciting Geography unit,
Misty Mountains. Throughout the topic, we explored how
mountains and rivers are formed and discovered the many
physical features that make them unique. We were fascinated
to learn how the weather and climate in different mountain
zones affect the plants and animals that are able to survive
and thrive there.

One of the highlights of the half term was a special visit from
Siobhan from Severn Trent Water. She led a fantastic
workshop all about conserving water and demonstrated how
the water cycle works. Inspired by the session, we created our
own detailed diagrams to show each stage of the cycle.
As part of our learning, we also developed our mapping skills
by using OS maps to identify contour lines and understand
how they show the height of land above sea level.

In RE this half term, we explored the thought-provoking
question: “Do you have to be part of a faith community to
express an organised worldview?” Through our discussions
and activities, we learned about how Christians, Muslims,
Hindus, Sikhs and Jewish people express and live out their
beliefs in different ways.

To deepen our understanding, we examined a variety of
artefacts and used photographs, videos and written sources to
help bring our learning to life. These experiences encouraged
us to reflect on the similarities and differences between faith
communities and the ways people express their values and
beliefs. We have enjoyed some stimulating discussions, and
been able to reflect on our own personal worldviews.

Our Music learning has focused on the work of Mozart. We
have learned about his amazing life and were amazed to
discover that he started composing at the age of five! We
listened to his famous hunting call, and composed our own
version, which we played on Xylophones and wood blocks.

Year 4
Written by Mrs Neville and Miss
Warsame, Year 4 Team



This term, Year 5 have truly immersed themselves in our curriculum. In our science investigations,
the children explored the diverse properties of matter. We have recently focused on thermal
conductivity, where pupils learned to use thermometers with high precision to monitor
temperature changes over time. It was fantastic to see them translate their data into detailed line
graphs, identifying patterns and drawing conclusions about which materials serve as the best
insulators.

In the world of the arts, our recent Art Day was a success. Taking inspiration from the
contemporary artist Cai Guo-Qiang, the children moved beyond the sketchbook to explore
sculpture and 3D art installations. They experimented with form and texture to create high-impact
pieces that challenged their perception of what art can be. This hands-on experience encouraged
them to think about space and movement, resulting in innovative structures that transformed the
classroom into a temporary gallery of modern installation art.

Finally, our journey back in time through the Britain at War history unit has ignited a deep sense of
curiosity across the year group. The children have been captivated by the complexities of World
War I, delving into everything from the initial causes of the conflict to the power of wartime
propaganda. A particular highlight has been our research into life in the trenches and the
evolution of weaponry; the pupils have shown great empathy and critical thinking while discussing
the conditions faced by soldiers. It has been a powerful term of learning, and the children should
be incredibly proud of the sophisticated way they have engaged with such significant historical
and scientific themes.

Year 5
Written by Miss Roper, Mrs Quick and
Miss Ensor, Year 5 Team



This half term, Year 6 have dived deep into the heart of
history through our MAAFA unit. We have investigating into
Benin Bronzes, examining these intricate works of art not just
for their beauty, but as a gateway to understanding the
Kingdom of Benin. Students have engaged in thoughtful
discussions regarding the creation and meaning of these
artifacts, debating the complexities of their history and the
ongoing global conversations surrounding their return. This
exploration has allowed our young historians to develop a
nuanced understanding of African civilizations and the impact
of the transatlantic slave trade.

In Science, we have explored the fascinating variations of
inheritance and evolution, learning how characteristics are
passed down through generations and how species adapt
over millions of years to survive. Year 6 used their knowledge
of the Mr Men characters to showcase their leanring of genes.
Throughout our PE sessions, we have been bowled over by
the arrival of a professional cricket coach. Under their expert
guidance, the children have been honing their batting,
bowling, and fielding skills, fostering teamwork and
sportsmanship in every over.

In Spanish, we have moved beyond basic vocabulary to
describe the nuances of weekend life, allowing students to
share their personal routines while comparing them to
cultural traditions in Spain and Latin America. Meanwhile, in
PSHE, the focus has shifted toward the future of our society.
Pupils have been investigating activism and government,
learning about how laws are made and the vital role that
individual voices play in a democracy. It has been an
empowering half term, watching our students grow into
informed, active, and globally-conscious citizens.

Year 6
Written by Miss McDonnell and Mr
Eccles, Year 6 Team



Coming Soon...
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