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Dear Park Lane Families,

ME RRY As we approach the festive season, | would like to take this opportunity to
extend my heartfelt thanks for your unwavering support throughout this term.

CHRISTMAS! It has been a successful period for our school, marked by numerous academic

Written by Miss Ladbury, achievements and the continued growth of our pupils.

AR (7S Our dedicated staff have worked tirelessly to create an engaging and
stimulating learning environment, which has resulted in significant progress
across all year groups. It is truly inspiring to witness the enthusiasm and
determination displayed by our pupils and | am proud of their
accomplishments.

As we celebrate the festive season, | wish to express my warmest wishes to
you and your families. May you enjoy a Merry Christmas filled with joy and
laughter and may the New Year bring you happiness and prosperity.

This term also brings a bittersweet moment as we bid farewell to some valued

| members of our staff, Georgia Alcock and Bruni Abrahams. Their contributions
SCA“ me- to our school community have been immeasurable, and they will be greatly
an "I—I? )_ missed. We wish them all the best in their future endeavours.
O zwidd
m% Thank you once again for your continued support. | look forward to welcoming

everyone back in the New Year, ready to embrace new challenges and
opportunities together.
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With very best wishes for the festive season,
Please visit our Diary Dates Miss A Ladbury

for the academic year




Sperting Success

Written by Miss Davies, Head of Sports

Autumn 2 has been an action-packed half term for sport at Park Lane, with
our Griffins representing the school brilliantly across a wide range of
events. From fast-paced competitions to exciting new workshops, our
Griffins have shown determination, teamwork and enthusiasm in
everything they've taken part in — and their achievements have been
nothing short of outstanding.

Our teams have shone across multiple competitive events. In the speed
stacking competition, our Griffins showcased incredible focus and agility,
securing an impressive 2nd place finish — just seven seconds behind the
lead. Our netballers have also had a fantastic start to the league, with the A
team winning all of their Round 1 and 2 matches, and the B team
celebrating well-earned victories and demonstrating brilliant resilience
throughout.

Meanwhile, our rowing teams delivered exceptional performances, with the
A team finishing in 1st place and earning their spot at the county finals
after a phenomenal relay win.

Alongside these competitions, Griffins embraced new challenges and
experiences. KS2 enjoyed a brilliant skateboarding workshop with
Skateboard Sam, where they showed great resilience and enthusiasm while
learning new skills.

To round off the half term, our Year 3 and 4 athletics team impressed at

their competition, demonstrating fantastic talent and securing a superb 1st
place finish. What a remarkable half term of sporting success — well done
to all our Griffins!



Wide Heorizons

This half term, our Griffins have embraced a wealth
of experiences beyond the classroom, each one
widening their horizons and deepening their
understanding of the world around them.

Year 1 began with an inspiring visit to the Thinktank
Museum, exploring the five senses, investigating
science zones and stepping into real-world roles in
MiniBrum. Their adventure finished in the Science
Garden, where hands-on learning brought
mechanisms and water power to life.

Our Year 5 Griffins travelled even further — all the
way to the National Space Centre — where a
planetarium show, rocket simulations and interactive
exhibits helped them dive deeper into their space
learning.

Year 2 also had a brilliant day at the West Midlands
Safari Park, seeing animals in their habitats and
enjoying a festive visit from Santa himself.

Some children also celebrated their
fantastic behaviour with a special Cinema
Reward trip to see Dog Man at Cineworld.

Beyond curriculum trips, our community
and arts experiences have been equally
enriching. Our Arts Ambassadors visited
Richmond Lodge creating firework-themed
artwork alongside residents in a wonderful
intergenerational project. Meanwhile,
members of the Griffin Children’s Chorus
performed at St Giles’ Cathedral — even
meeting composer Mr John Garner. Later in
the month, some Griffins also joined Mrs
Lawrence for a joyful Christingle
celebration at Coventry Cathedral.

These memorable experiences continue to
broaden our pupils’ perspectives,
strengthen curriculum learning and show
the true spirit of life beyond the classroom.




Proud, Traditiens

Our Proud Traditions pillar continues to shine through the annual events that bring our school
community together. In November, our Griffins gathered to mark Remembrance Day — a reflective
and meaningful moment in our school calendar. Through poetry, silence and song, Griffins across
all year groups took time to honour those who served, demonstrating respect, thoughtfulness and
the strong sense of community that defines Park Lane.

As the festive season approached, we embraced another cherished tradition: our annual
partnership with St Paul’'s Church. Sarah joined our Early Years and Key Stage 1 Griffins at Park
Lane to share the story of the Nativity, bringing it to life in a warm and engaging way. Meanwhile,
our Key Stage 2 Griffins made their traditional winter walk to the church itself, where they enjoyed
singing, storytelling and quiet reflection before returning to school full of festive spirit.

To complete our seasonal celebrations, the much-anticipated visit from Santa brought joy and
excitement across the school! He popped into classrooms to check who had made his ‘nice list" and
delivered treats to our delighted Griffins. These cherished traditions not only mark the rhythm of
the school year but also help nurture community, kindness and a sense of belonging for every
child at Park Lane.







High Achievement

High achievement remains at the heart of our
GST values, and this half term we have
celebrated it in many forms — from the
inspiring ambitions showcased during the
Griffin Literacy Festival finale to the
appointment of key pupil roles across school,
including our Year 6 Pupil Leadership Team,
Opal Ambassadors and Science
Ambassadors. We also continue to celebrate
effort and excellence on TT Rockstars, with
our top three Griffins proudly earning their
place on the leaderboard below and wearing
their TT rockstars badges with pride!

Our Mini Griffins embraced high achievement
through imagination and exploration during
Michael Rosen Day, bringing We're Going on a
Bear Hunt to life with actions, sounds and plenty
of giggles. Their enthusiasm shone as they
swished through grass, splashed through rivers
and tiptoed into caves — all while strengthening
their language, listening and movement skills. A
wonderful celebration of learning through
storytelling!

Across the school, our Griffins continue to shine
through creativity, dedication and passion. We
are immensely proud of Jensen in Year 5, whose
thoughtful and beautifully written Remembrance
poem demonstrated remarkable maturity and
reflection.

We are also delighted to announce that Park
Lane has been awarded the prestigious Music
Mark Award by Warwickshire Music — a
testament to our commitment to high-quality
music education. This accolade reflects the
outstanding work of Mrs Lawrence and our Arts
Team, whose vision and energy continue to
inspire our young musicians and artists.
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Christmas is truly the best time of the year at our school, and this year’s celebrations have been
filled with joy, creativity, and wonderful moments shared with our families. It has been fantastic
to welcome so many of our families into school to join in the festivities—your presence makes
these events even more special.

On Friday 5th December, we kicked off the season with our Christmas Workshop Day. Families
joined us for a morning of festive crafts, cheerful music and plenty of sparkle. From pom-poms
and handmade Christmas cards to beautifully decorated baubles, creativity shone brightly across
every classroom. It was a lovely opportunity for children and families to create something magical
together.

The festive fun continued on Wednesday 10th December with our Christmas Bingo Evening.
Families gathered for a lively night of games, laughter, and—of course—lots of chocolate prizes!
The turnout was fantastic, and the excitement in the hall made it a memorable event for
everyone involved.

On Thursday 11th December, we enjoyed our much-loved Christmas Dinner Day—this year with
an exciting change. The new approach meant every child could fully join in the celebration,
complete with festive crackers, joyful songs and a delicious Christmas dinner. The hall was filled
with smiles (and plenty of full tummies!).

We rounded off the celebrations with our energetic Santa Dash, led by Miss Davies and Mr Such
(postponed a little later due to the terrible weather). Children ran, laughed and enjoyed some
fantastic festive exercise to end the week on a high. It was great fun for all and a perfect way to
keep the Christmas spirit alive.

We hope all of our families have a wonderful Christmas break!




Written by Mr Eccles, Head of English

Our Griffin Literacy Festival has been a truly inspiring celebration of
this year's theme: Identity - Our Story, Our Legacy. Throughout the
week, children have been reflecting deeply on their own stories,
exploring their heritage, their family histories, and the experiences
that shape who they are today. These reflections encouraged pupils
to think not only about where they come from, but also about the
legacy they hope to create for the future.

As part of this exploration, children considered how their identities
may evolve as they grow, discussing their aspirations and the paths
they might take in the years ahead. To enrich these conversations,
we welcomed a range of visitors from diverse careers who shared
their personal journeys, achievements, and challenges. Their stories
opened our pupils’ eyes to exciting fields they may never have
encountered before, broadening their horizons and sparking new
ambitions.

The week ended on a joyful note with our special dress-up day on
Friday, where children came to school dressed as who they hope to
be when they grow up. From future scientists and artists to
engineers, teachers, and community leaders, our corridors were
filled with creativity and excitement. The festival was a wonderful
celebration across the Trust, weaving rich writing opportunities
throughout the week and bringing our theme to life in meaningful
and memorable ways.
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Written by Miss Green and Miss Davies, OPAL Leads

Winter Fun and Festive Play!

As the weather got colder, our OPAL lunchtime play sessions
were still as lively and joyful as ever. The children continued to
make the most of every opportunity, showing that a little chill
in the air certainly didn’t stop their imagination, teamwork and
enthusiasm.

We saw some fantastic team efforts, with groups of children
working together to build impressive dens, climb the hay bales
with confidence and design creative obstacle courses that
challenged and entertained their friends. One of the things we
loved most about OPAL was watching the children explore all
areas of the school grounds, choosing the zones that sparked
their interest on any given day. Their independence and
curiosity continued to shine through in everything they did.
December also brought some extra magic to OPAL time; our
mischievous OPAL elves popped up around the grounds,
causing great excitement! The children loved discovering their
daily antics and eagerly looked forward to seeing what
surprises awaited them next.

We were so proud of the playful, supportive, and imaginative
environment the children helped create each day. Here's to

even more OPAL adventures as we moved through the festive
season!




Thini Guigfins

Written by Mrs Warwick, Mini Griffins Room
Lead

What a wonderful term it has been for our 2-year-old Griffins, who
have been super busy learning, exploring and growing every single
day. Our love of stories has helped us build new vocabulary in fun
and meaningful ways, and it has been lovely to hear the children
using new words during play, storytelling and everyday conversations.
They have been describing what they see, how they feel and what
they are doing with growing confidence.

Alongside this, we've been working hard on developing our fine motor
skills through lots of funky fingers activities. The children have been
squeezing, pinching, threading and exploring different textures,
helping to strengthen their hand muscles—so important for early
writing and independence.

A big highlight this term was celebrating Michael Rosen Day with our
exciting re-telling of We're Going on a Bear Hunt. The children really
immersed themselves in the story, joining in with repeated phrases
and learning new descriptive vocabulary such as swishy-swashy,
squelch and tiptoe. We used our gross motor skills as we travelled
through each part of the story—climbing, crawling, stomping and
tiptoeing—while also exploring lots of different materials to bring the
adventure to life.

Throughout our bear hunt, the Griffins expressed a whole range of
big feelings. We were happy, scared and excited all at once, and the
story gave the children wonderful opportunities to recognise and
express their emotions. They also loved fitting themselves into
different spaces, such as tunnels, dens and large boxes, discovering
how they could move their bodies and building their spatial
awareness and confidence.

We've also been singing songs and saying rhymes throughout the day,
with many children now bursting into song independently while they
play. It has been a joyful, imaginative and language-rich term
for our Griffins, and we are so proud of how much they are
growing. We can't wait to see where their curiosity will
take us next! P ¥ o & -



Written by Miss Smith, Pre-School Room Lead

This term in Preschool we have been exploring

our exciting topic “Sparkle and Shine.” Through this
theme, the children have learned about a variety of
cultures and festivals, including celebrating Diwali by dressing up in
traditional-style clothing and using props to retell the story of Rama
and Sita. As we moved towards Christmas, the children have been
creating their own letters to Santa by choosing toys from catalogues,
cutting out pictures, adding them to their lists and posting them in our
special post box. We also created our own santa faces using lots of
different materials thinking about what we think santa might look like.

Within Autumn 2, we also celebrated World Nursery Rhyme Week,
where the children made their own rhyming props to use during
singing time, explored the story Stick Man by creating their own stick
people, and enjoyed taking part in our Griffin Literacy Festival. For this
special event, the children came into Nursery dressed as what they
would like to be when they are older, sharing their dreams and
sparking lots of lovely conversations.

Another key focus this term has been exploring 2D shapes. The
children have had lots of fun taking part in shape hunts around the
environment, finding, matching, and naming different shapes along
the way. It has been a busy, creative, and joyful term, and we are
incredibly proud of the children’s enthusiasm, imagination, and
achievements. We look forward to even more exciting learning
opportunities next term!

“Astronaut!”
said Roam

“Train Driver!”
said Frank




Written by Miss Tai, Miss Hull and Miss
Stevenson, Reception Team

This half term in Reception has been filled with festive sparkle,
creativity and excitement! The children have taken partin a
range of seasonal activities, beginning with our Singing Advent
Calendar. They worked incredibly hard to learn their songs,
practise their actions and perform confidently for the camera.
Filming their songs was such a special moment, and it was
wonderful to see their happy faces and hear their beautiful
voices. We also continued rehearsing our Twinkly Nativity, which
has been an absolute delight to watch. The children have shown
great teamwork, enthusiasm, and growing confidence as they
bring the story to life. From shimmering stars to cheerful
shepherds, each child has embraced their role wonderfully,
making our Nativity performances both heart-warming and
super cute!

In addition to our festive performances, we enjoyed a fantastic
Christmas Workshop Morning where families were invited into
school to get creative with their children. Together, they
designed and made festive artwork, from sparkling decorations
to colourful Christmas crafts, filling our classroom with joy and
laughter. It was lovely to see parents and carers working side by
side with the children on activities they were so proud of.

This half term, we also took part in the Griffin Literacy Festival,
where the children explored their hopes and dreams for the
future. They shared what they aspired to be when they grow up
and came dressed as their chosen future selves — from doctors
and firefighters to ballerina's and vets! It was incredibly
inspiring to hear them talk about their dreams with such
excitement and confidence, reminding us just how

imaginative and ambitious our youngest learners can be.

Have a wonderful Christmas Griffins!




Year 1

Written by Miss Wormleighton, Miss
Green and Miss Wincote, Year 1 Team

As part of the Griffin Literacy Festival,
our Year 1 children were inspired by the Little People, Big
Dreams book series. The stories encouraged the children
to think about their own hopes and dreams for the future.
The children explored what they would like to be when
they grow up and created beautiful drawings of
themselves in their chosen jobs, which were proudly
displayed on the front covers of their own books. Inside,
they wrote about the job they aspire to have and
explained why it is important to them. The children
proudly showcased their published books during our
Griffin Literacy Festival showcase!

| e

We were also very lucky to welcome a range of guest . L
visitors from different careers, who shared their B,
experiences and talked to the children about their jobs. 1
These visits were incredibly inspiring and helped the
children to better understand the many exciting
possibilities that the future can hold.

Well done, Year 1! What a wonderful Autumn Term!



Written by Mrs Newey and Miss Fleming, Year 2 Team

In Year 2 English this half term, we explored the theme
“What | Want to Be When | Grow Up.” We were lucky to
have several visitors-including a Scientist, a Marine, and a
Dog groomer-who all came to share what they do each day
in their careers. Their stories inspired us to think about our
own dreams for the future, and we each wrote a paragraph
about what we hope to become when we grow up. We also
designed the uniforms we might need for our chosen
careers, using our creativity to imagine what we would
wear on the job. To finish, we enjoyed listening to Little
People, Big Dreams books, which helped us see how big
ideas can start from small beginnings.

To build on our learning, we spent time discussing the skills
and qualities that different jobs require. We talked about
how perseverance, kindness, curiosity, and teamwork can
help us achieve our goals, no matter what we choose to
become. Later in the week for GLF, we came to school
dressed as our chosen careers, proudly showing the
uniforms and tools we imagined we might use one day. The
children were enthusiastic, thoughtful, and full of
imaginative ideas, making this week’s exploration of future
dreams both meaningful and exciting.
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Year 3

Written by Miss White and Miss
McMaster, Year 3 Team

Griffin Literacy Week is a special time in the GLF community where we
celebrate the power of stories, words and communication. Each year has a
theme, and this year’s focus on legacy encouraged us to think about the
mark we want to leave on the world. We have also been learning about
speeches and how people use them to inspire others and make a positive
change in the world. The week helped us understand why reading, writing
and speaking matters not only for learning, but for shaping who we
become. It was a chance for everyone to reflect, create and share ideas
that inspire others, building a strong and positive school culture.

In Year 3, we explored the theme of legacy by thinking about the kind and
thoughtful people we want to grow into. We wrote our own speeches
about creating a “legacy of kindness,” using our voices to express how we
hope to make a difference. We also drew pictures of our inner and outer
selves, showing both who we are and who we aspire to be. At the end of
the week, we performed our speeches proudly in front of our classmates, Tdentitiy
sharing our hopes, ideas, and dreams with confidence. Jur Story, Our Legacy

Well done, Year 3! You have worked incredibly hard and should be proud
of yourselves!
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Year 4

Written by Mrs Neville, Miss Ryan and
Miss Warsame, Year 4 Team

In Year 4, our GLF work followed on from the previous week,
when we had started learning about biographies. We read the
biographies of inspirational people, such as Marcus Rashford,
David Attenborough and Marie Curie. During GLF, we thought
about our own aspirations and wrote diary extracts to explore a
potential day in our future lives. As part of our writing, we
considered how our work would make us feel, and considered
aspects that would make us feel proud, satisfied or
accomplished.

We enjoyed learning about a range of careers from some
inspiring visitors, including a doctor and a support worker for
people with visual impairments. It was fascinating to try on some
“simulation specs”, so we could experience what people with
various sight conditions can see and how this would impact their
lives. Some of us also got the opportunity to use the doctor’s
stethoscope to listen to a friend’s heartbeat.

We enhanced our English work by producing self-portraits using
pastels. We drew a picture in two halves, one side depicted what
we look like now, and the other half showed what we could look
like in the future, in our future careers.

What a wonderful term, Year 4! | wonder what the Spring term
has to offer following the winter break. 0
’




Year 5

Written by Miss Roper, Mrs Quick and
Miss Ensor, Year 5 Team

This half-term, Year 5 have been immersed in our inspiring
Griffin Literacy Festival, exploring the theme “Our Story, Our
Legacy.” The children have taken time to reflect on who they are
now, who they hope to become, and the mark they wish to leave
on the world. Through thoughtful discussions, they shared their
ambitions for the future - from doctors and engineers to artists,
athletes, teachers, and beyond - while considering the values
that will guide them as they grow. Their writing project, titled “A
100-Year Promise,” brought together all of these ideas. In a
beautifully structured piece, each child wrote about the values
they hold close, the careers they dream of pursuing, and the
legacy they hope future generations will remember them for.

Alongside their writing, Year 5 produced stunning artwork that
captured both their present and their imagined future selves.
Using a photograph of half of their current face, each pupil
sketched the other half as a future version of themselves,
proudly displaying the career they aspire to. The results were
creative, expressive, and full of personality! To complete the
festival, the children reimagined the front covers of the beloved
Little People, Big Dreams books, designing covers of themselves
as future role models. We are incredibly proud of their
imagination, hard work, and thoughtful reflections throughout
this special festival. s;wld:*
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Year 6

Written by Miss McDonnell and Mr
Eccles, Year 6 Team

Year 6 Griffin have had an inspiring week at our Literacy Festival,
welcoming visitors from a range of professions who sparked curiosity
about the many paths the children might take in the future. Drawing
on these experiences, pupils crafted their own imaginative
biographies, writing as their future selves and exploring the careers
they dream of pursuing. To accompany their writing, the children -
created striking self-portraits—half representing their outer
appearance, and half revealing their “inner selves,” filled with
personality, ambition and creativity. This powerful combination of art
and writing captured both who they are now and who they hope to
become.

In preparation for meeting our visitors, the children worked
collaboratively to develop thoughtful and insightful questions,
demonstrating maturity and genuine interest in each profession.
Their discussions showed a deepening understanding of the skills,
challenges and rewards that different careers involve. When the
visitors arrived, Year 6 engaged confidently, asking their questions
with enthusiasm and curiosity. Their professionalism and curiosity
shone through, making each session meaningful and memorable.
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Seon...

Initial assembly after
Christmas before
workshops are
completed in Years 1-6

Workshops in January
for Y2, Y3, Y5 and Y6 —
Griffins ! ;
The
Scholars Concert taking place
Programme on 26™ January
Scholars Programme
begins for selected Y5
Griffins
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Farewell vo Bruuni from Place? Be

We would like to share a final farewell and a heartfelt thank you to Bruni from Place2Be, who has now finished her

time with us at Park Lane. We are incredibly grateful for the care, guidance and support she has provided to so many
of our children and families. Her warmth and dedication have made a real difference within our community, and she

will be greatly missed. We wish Bruni all the very best for the future and thank her once again for everything she has
done for our Griffins.




